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RE-ELECT 
BILL REYNOLDS 
FOR SECRETARY:

When I was elected in 

2016, I showed up to 

serve. It was my desire 

then and remains my daily focus 

to serve the members of the 173d 

Airborne Brigade Association and 

their families.

I brought with me a variety of skills 
and experiences that would help me do 
the job you had elected me to perform. 
I am an award-winning journalist, with 
more than 20 years of military experience 
in teamwork both as a follower and a 
leader. After retiring as Fort Benning’s 
Installation Public Affairs Supervisor, 
I was able to translate those skills 
and experience into success; first as a 
Community Relations Specialist with 
the EPA, and then similar positions 
in private industry. What I learned in 
the military was “Mission First, Last, 
and in the Middle!” What I learned 
in the Federal Government, and later, 
in private industry was to “Play Nice 
and share your toys.” All of which may 

have never happened if not for lessons 
I learned as a kid at the kitchen sink in 
my parent’s apartment on the South 
Side of Chicago.

In my home, it was my responsibility 
to wash dishes and take out the garbage. 
This was before the time of automatic 
dishwashers and plastic garbage bags. 
After meals, I washed every dish by 
hand and carried the garbage can to 
the incinerator and lined it (the can) 
with fresh newspaper after emptying the 
trash. The lessons I learned were simple: 
“Inspect your work, never assume you’ve 
accomplished your mission without 
checking it first.” If my mother found 
one dirty dish or one fork with food 
on it I washed every dish, spoon, knife, 
and fork in the house! As to the garbage 
can: I learned to do every job with pride 
and purpose: no matter how dirty or 
onerous! It also taught me a form of 
humility because “… somebody has to 
take out the trash!”

I took those lessons with me wherever 

I went. I brought them with me to the 
Office of Secretary to this Association 
of Skysoldiers. In the nearly two years 
since I was elected I’ve made some friends 
and I’m still working on improving 
relationships with others. I’m trying to, 
“Play nice and share my toys.” 

To that end I’m trying to make good 
on my commitment to bridge the gap 
between the two generations of warriors 
and engage the younger generation in 
taking over positions of responsibility 
within the Association. It is my intent 
to copy Mike Cunningham on all non-
privileged correspondence during this 
campaign. I want him to be aware of the 
challenges of this office. The question 
is not whether either one of us should 
be Secretary but “who is ready to serve 
now?” The decision is yours as to who 
will hold the Secretary’s office in 2018. 

My focus has been and always will 
be, “The Brigade, The Brigade, The 
Brigade.”


