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Above and Beyond the Call of Duty

Editor's Note: One of the purposes of our Society is to
keep alive the spirit which sustained and supported Sky
Soldiers in the performance of duty. An inspirational force
for us all was the example of those men who performed
above and beyond the call of duty, frequently making the
supreme sacrifice. This is the ninth in a series of reminders
of those brave men with whom we were privileged to be
associated.

STAFF SERGEANT LASZLO RABEL

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

General Order No. 6, Department of the Army, Wash. D.C,,
23 April 1970

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution
of Congress approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3
March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and act of 25 July 1963),
the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepid-
ity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is
awarded posthumously by the Department of the Army in
the name of the Congress to:

Staff Sergeant Laszlo Rabel, 137-32-9416, United
States Army, who distinguished himself by conspicu-
ous gallantry and intrepidity while serving as leader of
Team Delta, 74th Infantry Detachment (Long Range
Patrol), 173d Airbomme Brigade, in Binh Dinh Province,
Republic of Vietnam on 13 November 1968. At 1000
hours on this date, Team Delta was in a defensive peri-
meter conducting reconnaissance of enemy trail net-
works when a member of the team detected enemy
movement to the front. As Sergeant Rabel and a com-
rade prepared to clear the area, he heard an incoming
grenade as it landed in the midst of the team's perimeter.
With complete disregard for his own life, Sergeant Rabel
threw himself on the grenade and, covering it with his
body, received the complete impact of the immediate
explosion. Through his indomitable courage, complete
disregard for his own safety and profound concem for
his fellow soldiers, Sergeant Rabel averted the loss of
life and injury to the other members of Team Delta. By
his conspicuous gallantry at the cost of his own life in

the highest traditions of the military service, Staff Ser-
geant Rabel has reflected great credit upon himself, his
unit, and the United States Army.

Staff Sgt. Laszlo Rabel—
was on long-range patrol
in the hills of Binh Dinh
when his surveillance
team detected enemy
movement. Suddenly a
grenade landed in their
midst. Sgt. Rabel threw
himself on it sacrificing
his own life to save his
men. He was awarded the
Medal of Honor.
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Messages from the
President’s Corner

Americans across the land reflect a growing apprecia-
tion for Vietnam Veterans. We can be proud of the 173d
Airborne Brigades contributions and record of arriving
early, staying late and fighting in the toughest battles, facts
which shape the 173d Legend. Because of deactivation
following the war, there is no influx of new soldiers to
enlarge the rolls and carry on the traditions. We who are
proud members of that homogenous group consisting
only of compat-era veterans have the obligation to sustain
the Spirit of the 173d Airborne Brigade. We can do this by
supporting and participating in the 173d Society activities,
locally and nationally. One such activity is the 1988 173d
Airborne Brigade Reunion scheduled for Independence
Day weekend in Chicago where the Elite Forces Chapter is
doing a super job of planning and preparation. Looking
forward to being with those of you who can attend.

The efforts to organize the membership roster, update
the mailing list and collect dues are progressing. VA
Deputy Administrator and 173d Veteran, Tom Harvey, is
planning 173d Schelarship Fund Raising efforts. Wendall
Vega, Mitchel Schwartz and others saw to the very mean-
ingful and memorable dedications in New York and New
Jersey honoring 173d Medal of Honor recipients PFC
Lozada and Chaplain Watters on Novemnber 21st.

Recent activities commemorating our fallen 173d com-
rades have been touching, fitting, and well organized. As
the mocd of awakening awareness and appreciation for
Vietnam veterans' contributions becomes more common
across America, there may be more commemorative type
dedications of schools, parks, libraries, or public buildings
to honor Vietnam veterans. Examples of this awareness
occurred in New York and Mew Jersey in November when
dedications of a playground and a library were made in
memory of 173d (posthumous) Congressional Medal of
Honor winners, PFC Lozada and Chaplain Watters. Al-
though this appreciation is about two decades overdue, it
is still a fitting tribute to those who served in the Vietnam
war.

| would add a word of caution to those 173d organiza-
tions contemplating invelvement in commermorative dedi-
Chaplain Charles J. Watters—
a legendary figure who went
into the field with leading
units. The Catholic priest was
awarded a posthumots Medal
of Honor for his heroism on
Hill 875. Unarmed and ex-
posed, he ran through enemy
fire to rescue fatlen men who
had been left outside the peri-
meter. Troopers tried to hold
him back but the pastor shook
them off. Three times he left
the safety of the perimeter to
rescue men until he himself
was mortally wounded.

PFC Carlos Lozada—awarded
the Medal of Honor posthum-
ously for providing covering
| fire for his squad as they re-
treated from an NMVA advance.

cations. Remember the reasons for which the 173d Society
exists: To honor our fallen Sky Soldiers and to promote
camaraderie among our 173d Airborne Brigade veterans.
With these reasons in mind, let us beware that we do not
inadvertently surrender our LZ, launchpad, platform, or
occasion, iIf you will, to individuals or to organizations
which have their own different agenda and may be push-
ing for their own personal gain. Several members have
advised us of attempts by special interest groups to take
advantage of our Society’s unity to further their own goals.
All of us must be mindful of such attempts to ensure they
do not abuse or tarnish the unity, purpose and goals of our
organization. Let us keep our sights on 173d Society goals
and remain hocked up with our own outfit.

John W. Nicholson
B.G. (Ret.)

r—--—--—--—--—-—-—--—-——--—-—--—-—*ﬁ

STOP!
‘ Look at the Label on Your Newsletter

. The numbers in the right hand corner will tell you .
what year(s) you owe dues, i.e. B7-88 means you owe
. $10 for '87 and $10 for '88. Please send in your check
TODAY! Send check thru your chapter and include.
chapter dues. If you do not belong to a chapter, send
§ 510 to National for 1988, and $10 for unpaid year(s) |
. prior to 1988.

National Secretary .
Gene Weeks

. ... < .= 2

If you can not bring your dues up to date due to a
financial hardship — please advise us and we will work
with you. Otherwise we must drop you from the mail-
ing list.

Correction!

In a previous newsletter it was incorrectly stated
that the Sky Divers that performed for us at the Or-
lando Reunion were the “Golden Knights". The Sky
Divers were members of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion’s Sport Parachute Club. Many thanks to you All
Americans for your outstanding support!




A Sky Soldier — Then and Now

Walter “Batman" Bantum, D 3/503, Sept 67-Sept 68. |
made my decision to become a paratrooper at the age of
twelve. | was living at Fort Hood, Texas. My father was a
lifer and 1 was an Army Brat. My father was a leg, but he
was the best E-8 the legs ever produced, saw combat in
WWII and Korea. He never pushed me to go Army, never
mentioned it. It was that one day when | was watching a
softball game, between Hood and Cambell, that | decided |
was going Army, Airborne Army all the way. There was a
play going down on the field. After it was over, | glanced to
my left and saw two strike soldiers that stood ten feet tall.
Beetle Bailey caps, dipped in the middle with a glider
patch, brown kaiki's in bloused boots, looking life “get
down to business.” That was it, that's all it took.

| joined the Army in May of 66 and volunteered for Air-
borne. Like most of you, | went through Jackson, Gordon
and Benning then on to either Bragg or Cambell. When |
joined | said airborne infantry all the way, basic and AIT. It
went that way until reaching replacement at the 82nd. At
that time there was a shortage of R.T.O.'s in Nam (wonder
why?), so the 82nd crossed trained M.O.S. for some of us.
We ended up in a signal company after all that infantry
training and the desires to be airborne infantry. We stayed
in signal for six months until one morning in formation the
C.O. asked for volunteers to form the 3rd battalion of the
173rd. All of us that were recruited raised our hands to
join. No offense signal people, but it wasn't our cup of tea.

We trained for six months under the 82nd. Most of the
guys were from jump schiool and AIT or other airborne
units around Bragg. In Sept. we loaded upon the William
Wiggle, a merchant marine ship, and sailed through the
Golden Gates headed for Nam. It took 30 days. Aboard
ship was a battalion of the 101st. Most of the guys were
from jump school and AlT, so there was one hell of a
reunion the first week. The second week was us against
the 101st, the third week was us against us, the fourt week
was different. We were bored with sea life and fighting
each other, between being seasick. Besides, we were get-
ting close. We were passing all these Nam look-alike is-
lands as we pictured Nam to look like. It was nearly time to
do what we knew. There was no fear, just anticipation. No
big talking, we were ready to become a part of the Herd. At
this point we were still attached to the 82nd until we
reached Nam. We were strike, as strike as the two troopers
at Hood. The battalion was strike under the leadership of
Lt. Col. Cleland now Maj. Gen. retired. We would die for
him and we did and died proud as men of the Herd and
under his leadership. We knew there was no picnic where
the Herd was in Nam. We knew this before we volunteered.
Those toward the end who were recruited in order to fill the
ranks of the battalion knew it also, for they too were air-
borne volunteers. We had heard all about the 173rd while
at Bragg from guys who had returned from Nam. All about
the battles and fire fights and the big jump. | made it home
and in one piece. The good Lord was with me.

That good airborne training and spirit is still in me today.
| get up airborne and | go to bed airborne. The Herd gave
me the opportunity to apply that training in Nam. Today |

Easter Sunday — Bong Son '68
Walter "Batman” Bantum — D/3/503 Inf Sept 67-Sept 68.

Reunion 1985 — Washington, D.C.
Left: ISGT Robert Teague — D/3/503 CSM (Ret). Center:
Batman — D/3/503. Right: LTC John Cleland — C.O. OF 3/
503 MG (Ret).

do things all the way with that same spirit in my civilian life
and on the job. It's not an attitude that my peers under-
stand at time, but they leave it alone. Only we know what it
means. Today I'm a steel worker. Union all the way. | give
the company a good working eight hours and 1 fight for
workers right for eight. When [ relax | spend time on
weekends with the 342nd MI USAR at Fort Meade. | did five
years with the S.F. but had to give it up when | injured my
back at work. | have a very supportive wife Gina and two
children age 9 Loni and age 19 Royce. They know of my
personal exploits in Nam and the legend of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade and are proud to be a part.



21st Anniversary Of
Junction City Jump, 22 Feb 67

COL ROBERT SIGHOLTZ HIGHLIGHTS THE ONLY
COMBAT JUMP IN VIETNAM.

We are approaching the twenty-first anniversary of the
173rd Airborne Brigade parachute assault made in the
Republic of Vietnam. For the occasion | was asked to write
a brief article about the jump. Please understand that this
account of the jump is from memory only. | do not intend
any embellishment which normally happens when consid-
erable time passes.

As the Commander of the 2nd Battalion 503rd Infantry, |
felt an airborne (parachute) operation would be executed
in RVN if this type tactical employment would be advanta-
geous in helping to defeat our enemy.

Since most of the senior commanders in RVN had air-
borne experience | thought there would be the possibility
for an airborne operation. Based on this feeling, when the
2nd Battalion 503rd Infantry returned from the field to
base camp to reconstitute, we scheduled parachute land-
ing falls training. My fellow colleagues chastised me for
harassing the troops with this type of training. Essentially
the 2/503rd Combat Team made at least one and maybe
two practice jumps north of Seoul. To the best of my
knowledge the 2/503rd was the only airborne battalion
that made a practice jump at that time in RVN, When the
time came for an airborne operation it was the only air-
borne battalion that had any recent training.

However, it was our highly respected Brigade comman-
der, General John R. Deane, who really pushed with his
juperiors for the jump. So the 2/503rd was the obvious
choice.

The 2/503rd Combat Team was marshalled at Camp
Zinn for the jump. All the company commanders were
were given a fictious drop zone. The reason being that
when a helibone assualt was to be made in RVN, too
frequently, too many reconnaisances were made of the
landing zone which assisted in compromised operations.
Also, information seemed to get to the enemy through
various channels.

The combat team moved to Ben Hoa airfield after mid-
night on February 21. At approximately 0300 hours the
Airforce was briefed on the actual drop zone where the
CBT was to be dropped. It was approximately twenty kilo-
meters west of the fictious one. The only one of the Airfforce
who previously knew the correct drop zone was their Com-
manding General. After this briefing the company com-
manders and pilots were briefed and issued orders and
maps. All missions were identical except there was a differ-
ent drop zone than provided originally. The highlights of
this operation as | recall from memory are:

1. The drop zone was prepared by B-52 aircraft.

2. There were 30 sorties of high performance aircraft
kept high to conserve fuel in the event they were
needed.

3. Helicopter gun ships arrived almost simultaenously
with the jump to provide suppresion fire. (This was a

Lt Col. Robert Sigholtz—task
force commander for the
jump. A We Try Harder” but-
ton is pinned to his shirt col-
lar. When the Auvis car rental
company heard that the bat-
talion had adopted their
slogan they sent the troops
hundreds of buttons.

Brig. Gen. John R. Deane, Jr.—
took over command of the
173d in December 1966 a
month after being awarded
the Distinguished Service
Cross for gallantry during
Operation Attleboro. Later a
task force would be named
after him.

first for that type employment of helicopters.)

4. The jump was made at 0900 hours with thirteen C-
130 aircraft in trail at 700 feet. The drop zone was
long and narrow. The second pass was made at the
same elevation at 0910 hours and the heavy drop
arrived at 0920 hours. Immediately afterward the
LAPES load came in with a mule with mounted com-
municative equipment and a2 1/4 ton.

Major Don Phillips, Sergeant Major Ed Proffitt and |
landed within twenty yeards from each other and the op-
eration center was operational almost immediately.

Over the years many of my fellow troopers who made
the jump were not aware we had a female make the jump
with us. her name was Cathy Le Roi, a French correspon-
dent who weighed less than one hundred pounds. Cathy
previously had jumped with the French Paratroopers and
produced all the necessary documentation to accompany
us. Unfortunately she was later killed in the war which was
also the fate of another favorite of the 2/503rd, Horst Faas,
who always carried his sack, food, etc. but had not ac-
companied us on the jump.

Col Robert Sigholtz (USA Ret)
Commander 2nd Battalion 503d Inf ('67)



v el .
GO! The moment of truth for paratroopers. Lt. Col. Sigholtz has
just leapt from the lefthand door of this C-130 transport. Next to
make the 1,000-ft. jump is Sgt. Maj. Harold Proffitt followed by
the command group's radio telephone operator, Cpl. Shadlee.
For a minute the task force was effectively leaderless as the
three jumped. The jump was successful. The 778-man force
suffered no chute failures and only 11 minor injuries.

CSM Edward Proffitt (Ret)
To Be Guest Of Aussies

AUSTRALIA — 25 April '88 — ANZAC Day Celebration.
CSM Ed Proffitt (Retired), former SGM of 2/503 in 1967,
has been selected to be the guest of the “Vietnam Veterans
Exchange Trust” of Australia during a two week visit from
16 thru 30 April. This will surely prove to be an exciting
experience, with the dual purpose of spreading good will
among our Australian “comrades in arms”, and being an
Ambassador representing the 173d Airborne Brigade.

Ed was one of those instrumental in organizing the So-
ciety and has continued his support throughout the years,
as Chapter President of Fla, Vice President of The National
Society and his work with the '87 Orlando Reunion Com-
mittee.

Ed is “in the door" in the above photo of the Junction City
Jump.

NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK
Dear Fellow Sky Soldiers,

| am writing to say | really enjoy our newsletter and urge
you to continue the good work.

With every newsletter | hope to find someone | knew in
the “News About Sky Soldiers” column. With that thought
in mind | guess maybe if | put my name there, someone
who knew me might contact me.

| served with B/4/503 as a SP/4 grunt from 12/70 to
7/71, when the 4th Bat. went home. From there, | served
with the American Division, then the 101st before return-
ing to the States. Currently | am a Border Patrol Agent in
Campo, California, since 5/76. | also am still involved with
the military as a platoon sergeant (E7) with B/3/185 Ar-
mor in San Diego.

Sincerely,
Michael Syzdek

173d BRIGADE RING

A little late perhaps, but with justifiable pride the 173d Brigade
Ring is now available...

The design was earlier approved as the official brigade ring,
however the project was not completed at that time because of
the inability of the American supplier to provide anything other
than alloyed metal and glass stones. Many Sky Soldiers desired
better materials before making an investment in a ring that is
destined to become a piece of heirloom jewelry. This ring has
been designed for the discriminating Sky Soldier who wishes to
display his Brigade affiliation by wearing a custon-designed
piece of quality jewelry. The major design elements have either
been approved or created by the (1.S. Army Institute of Heraidry.

As can be seen in the il-
lustration the ring has the
1752 Shoulder Sleeve Insig-
nia (universally referred to
as a "patch”) on the right
side of the ring. On the left
side is the Brigade Distinc-
tive Unit Insignia (or “unit
crest”). This heraldic device
was chosen because it rep-
resents the entire Brigade
and not one of its subordi-
nate units. The top of the
ring is a bezel formed by an
oval chord containing the
inscription: “173d Airborne
Brigade™ surrounding the gemstone of your choice. For each
ring purchased $10.00 will be donated to the Brigade Scholar-
ship Fund under the administration of the Society of the 173d
Airborne Brigade.

The ring is available in sterling silver (925% pure) with the
following stones and corresponding pieces:

Black Star Sapphire ...................... $130.00
Lapis Lazuli (Blue) .........ccciviviininnns $ 90.00
Taiwan Jade (Green) .........c.oviviuieis $ 80.00

Other gemstones are available (e.g. blue star sapphires, ruby
stars, traditional jades, and other gems, however the prices for
these are available by individual quotation only*).

A word about sizing. You should know the ring size of the
finger you wish to wear the ring on. If you are uncertain you may
obtain your ring size from any jeweler. Just a word of caution, a
signet or class ring because of its bulk may require a slightly
larger size. If you are in doubt try on a similar ring at your local
jewelers before placing your order. While the rings can be sized
once you receive them it will result in additional expense to you.

Name

Address — -

Ring Size Black Star Sapphire $130
Lapis Lazuli (Blue) $ 90
Taiwan Jade (Green) $ 80

*Special Quote ($130 deposit) on

Note: Any customs duty that may be levied on the ring is the
entire responsibility of the individual receiving the shipment. Pay-
ment accepted by cashiers checks or U.S. Postal Money Orders
only, made payable to: George P. Farris.

Send order and payment to: George P. Farris
American Embassy — USIS
APO San Francisco 96346



A Sky Soldier Rates Movie
“Platoon”
by Ted G. Arthurs

“Platoon” was realistic and factual in many respects, but
in some of the scenes, which reflected isolated atrocities
reminiscent of the infamous “Mylai” massacre, you have
my personal guarantee that the Hollywood writers struck
again. | would estimate that less than 1 percent of the
fighting troops in Vietnam ever personally witnessed a
"“war crime,” such as the ones in "Platoon"” perpetrated by
Sgt. Barnes, or the beating death in the hut of the sus-
pected VC, or the sex scenes. The removal of ears of the
enemy dead, as depicted in one scene, happened one
time in my own battalion and court-martial charges were
pressed against the private who did it.

Of necessity, Gen William Westmoreland enacted strict
policies concerning every facet of the conduct of warfare,
to include dealing with prisoners, villagers, detainees, etc.
Violators were prosecuted in my outfit. Our people were
not equipped to interrogate prisoners; rather, this had to
be performed by American military intelligence personnel,
with competent interpreters.

| have witnessed such sessions, The strongest body
contact | ever saw was for the interrogator to keep the
prisoner's head erect by firmly holding the blunt end of a
ballpoint pen under the prisoner's chin to maintain his
attention and keep him awake and upright throughout the
session.

This is tame stuff compared to what happened to a few
of my troops who were wounded or overrun. We would
find their mutilated remains after the battle, prompting
some of the young Americans to retaliate and want to cut
off ears, for example.

Where were the rabid anti-war activists in the (.S. when
our troops were victims? Why didn’'t some of the promi-
nent “bleeding hearts” bleed for our side? Why for the
enemy only?

It didn’t take long for a drafted hippy with radical view-
points to become a vehement anticommunist once he was
transplanted into a rifle platoon in the jungle and eventu-
ally witnessed some of the war crimes perpetrated by the
VC and the uniformed NVA against our wounded troops,
and against innocent villagers.

One day we came upon a small village composed solely
of men of fighting age. No women or children. At their
urging, we helped them unearth a mass grave containing
38 women, children and old men, each of whom had been
brained by some blunt object.

Our interpreter told us that several days previously the
young men had fled into the jungle at the approach of a
column of Morth Vietnamese Infantry seeking conscripts
as replacements for their unit. The NVA incarcerated all
the women and children and told them to send a mes-
senger into the jungle to persuade the men to “volunteer”
for the Army or the village would face the consequences.

The following day, having received no volunteers, they
retaliated and bludgeoned everyone so that nearby (1.S.

‘Platoon’:
Only a Vet Can Know the Feeling

“The viewer of Platoon’
must sift out what com-
mon sense tells you a typi-
cal American soldier will
be a part of and what he
won't.”

CSM Ted G. Arthurs (Ret)
HHC 4/503 Inf
Mar 67-68

forces would not hear weapons firing and be attracted to
the scene.

| have always been proud of how our troops pursued an
elusive enemy and fought a difficult war in Vietham. We
rifle troops, who bore the brunt of the preponderence of
the casualties, certainly did not “lose” the war in Vietnam.

“Platoon" is a composite, Hollywood version of a group
of troops, agitated by the frustrations of fighting the un-
known while not being supported entirely on the home
front, where John Q. Public to this day has yet to under-
stand the clandestine methods the communists employ in
“winning” conscripts and “gaining” the hearts and minds
of their “converts.”

The viewer of “Platoon™ must sift out what common
sense tells you a typical American soldier will be a part of
and what he won't. Discounting the atrocities, the long
hair, jewelry and rampant drug use, “Platoon” reflects a
fairly good image of what actually happened to a platoon
in the jungle.

To the Vietnam vet, | say: Hold your head up high. The
only one who may accurately judge you is one who walked
in your boots and served beside you — and he knows you
did well. | salute You!

The author is a two-time recipient of the Silver Star
Medal for Valor in the face of the enemy.

A thanks to Mike Waldron of the Chicago Chapter for
sending in the above article.

Reprinted from: The lowa Militiaman Nov 87.

Airborne Cookbook

82nd Airborne Association is compiling a cookbook
representative of all Airborne units, Profit of book sales will
go to Medal of Honor Hall of Valor and Military History
Museumn Foundation. Interested? Send your favorite re-
cipes to Secty, Sgt York Chapter, 82nd Abn Assoc, 822
Linday Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421, Include your unit and
dates of Airborne service along with permission to use
your name and recipe in the cookbook.



'88 REUNION
173rd’s Elite Forces Chicago Area Chapter
4th of July Weekend

Reunion Committee Chairman Benito Garcia says the
Reunion Committee and the Chapter have put forth a
herculean effort to insure that the '88 Reunion will be
the most memorable to date.

The theme is “Relax and Enjoy.” The schedule allows
time with the family, your buddy, in quiet rememberance,
and the celebration of our brotherhood. Additional time
has been scheduled for recognizing the Ladies of the
Society.

Many free activities are available from the City for the
4th of July weekend. Here are a few:

— Million dollar fireworks

— “A Taste of Chicago™” — ethnic diversity

— Lake Front Air Show

— within walking distances — museumns, Shedd

Aquarium, Soldier Field, Lake Michigan, shops,
stores, restaurants, and nite spots.

The Reunion Headquarters will be the Blackstone Ho-
tel. Room rates are $60 a night for single, double, triple,
or quadruple. Two hundred and fifty (250) rooms have
been booked for the Society, so please stay at the Black-
stone. Registration fee of $65 is for the reunion activities.

Point of Contact: Bob Erickson, Chpater VI

224 Bernice Dr., Northlake, IL 60164.

New Member Cites His
PLT Leader KIA —
Lt Robert Sigholtz as “The Best”

Dear Mr. Secretary, 1/4/'88
It is with great pride that | submit the enclosed applica-
tions to you. The applications are for myself and John Metz-
ler. John and | served with the Brigade (D/2-503) in '68 and
'69.
| was given some “Sky Soldier” newsletters by Roberta
Sigholts, mother of Lt Robert Sigholtz, for whom the
Sigholtz-Capitol Chapter is named. John and | not only had
the distinction of serving with the 173d, but we also had
“Bob" Sigholtz as a Platoon Leader. He was the best!
Reading through the newsletters, | was happy to see that
guys are searching out to contact men they had served with.
John and | were able to get together after 18 years. The
bond we had formed in Vietnam was still as strong as the
day we last say each other. If possible, could you list our
names and unit in the “Personal Notes™ section. We have
been trying to locate anyone that was in our company with
us.
All the Way,
Bill Pavone
256 Orington Ave.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209

An Airborne Thanks To ...

— The following three “Herd™ members who have pitched
in to help the National Society with its admin. work:
Russ Ward C/3/319 Arty, Apr 68-Mar 69
Col Jim Crouch AG, A/173 Spt Bn, Mar 68-May 69
John Foley A/E 2/503d, Jun 69-Aug 71

— Our New Chapter XI Australia Members for taking care
of our visiting “Herd” members during the “Welcome
Home Parade” in Sydney Oct 87. A special thanks to
LTC Bob Breen for hosting our own CSM and Mrs.
Larry Okendo.

— Henry Stiegler (Sgt) D/4/503, 68-69 (now a resident of
Australia). Thanks for being our laison in setting up the
icgistics for CSM Ed Proffitt (Retired) who will travel to
Australia as a guest of the Vietnam Veterans Exchange
Trust.

— Richard L. Whaley HHC-2/503, 7/63-1/66. As an em-
ployee of KGO-TV, Rich has been working hard to give
media exposure to our California Chapter, thereby tell-
ing the story of the 173d Airborne and the Sky Soldiers
who made it a legend in Vietnam.

— Robert R. Rodriguez B/3/503, 6/67-3/68; B/2/03, 3/
68-7/68; E Trp 17th Cav, 7/68-11/68. Bob and the
Calif. chapter have crushed a rumor that the 173d
members were not welcomed by the WWII and Korean
503rd Vets. Don Abbot (one of the original paratroopers
that jumped into Corregidor) called Bob and asked that
he and the 173d Calif. chapter join them again this year
for their Annual Corregidor Dinner.

— Jeff Mazer '87 Reunion Chairman. We thank Jeff and
the Committee for a great reunion in Orlando. We'd
also like to thank Jeff for pulling together the necessary
elements to get the “Herd” on Video for the “Good
Morning America Show™ on Vets Day 17-11-87.

— Michael Schwartz, Wendell Vega and other New York
Chapter Members. We thank these Sky Soldiers for
their excellent planning and coordination of the two
dedication ceremonies honoring 173d CMH recipients
Chaplain Watters and PFC Carlos Lozada in NJ. and
NYC respectively.

We Welcome the New Chapter Officers for '88

Chapter | Sigholtz Capitol — President Larry DeMeo,
Vice Presidents Tom Abraham and John Foley, Secretary
Terry Modglin, Treasurer Bob Finan.

Chapter IV Philadelphia/English — President George
Bembischew, Vice President Jack Schimpf, Secretary/
Treasurer Joe Logan.

Chapter X The Western States — President, Ray
Ramirez, Vice President lonacio Zarate, Secretary/ Treasurer
Harry Allen, Liason Officer Robert Rodriguez.

Chapter Xl Australian (Down Under) Chapter — Presi-
dent Carey Howard McQuillan, Secretary Raymond Bruce
Payne, Treasurer Terry Bruce Loftus.




Two “Herd” Members
Honored as Artists

Ulysses Marshall (with the “Herd" in '65) and Michael
Rumery (A/4/503 Inf '67-'69, are both members of the
Vietnam Veterans Arts Group. Both had their work dis-
played recently in the Vietnam Veterans Art Show in
Columbia, SC. Their work is truly “Art History” as they
drew from their Vietnam experiences.

We are pleased to see two Sky Soldiers using their VN
experience in such a powerful, constructive, and creative
manner.

ULYSSES MARSHALL Heroes, 1983
Powerful, provocative art by our veterans of
Vietnam, remembering the tragedy, reaffirn-
ing their humanity...

MICHAEL RUMERY

The Wall, 1984

A moving exhibition drawn from the historic collection of the
Vietnam Veterans Arts Group...

Progress On The
Brigade Yearbook

Ken Gaudet volunteered to undertake publication of this
project at the '87 reunion in Orlando.

Dear Gene Dec '87

| am writing you to inform you and the Brigade Associa-
tion of the progress on the book about the Brigade. All is
going well and | have received many inquiries and offers to
provide information for the book. | received a letter from
General Williamson (which | have enclosed) that | am sure
will open many doors in my research efforts.

| have written some requests for funding on this project
and | have enclosed a copy of the letter format.

My ideas for the book so far are:

® A history of the Brigade from the day of activation to
inactivation

® The deeds of the Medal Of Honor recipients

® The names of all K.LA.'s

® Every military unit involved with the Brigade to include
Allied forces

® Pictures from my collection and any that | am given the
permission to use

These are some of the things | am working on. Any sugges-
tions or subjects you think need covering please feel free to
call or let me know.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. | look forward
to hearing from you.
All the Way,

Ken is attempting to contact anyone invoived with the
following: 1) Deployment of Brigade to VIN; 2) Operation
Junction City; 3) Dak To; and 4) De-Activation of the Bri-
gade. Contact Ken at: 3377 Solano Ave., Suite 437, Napa,
CA 94558. Phone: (707) 252-6732.

TV Exposure for “The Herd”
Brings New Members

Dear Sir:

Early this Veterans Day morning | was watching “Good
Morning America”. | saw our patch and a bunch of guys
yelling and | thought there must be a convention of 173rd
guys! Unaware that there was such an organization, |
called ABC in New York and a kind fellow helped me track
down the “Society". Please!! Send me information so that |
can join up with my Airborne Brothers and Fellow Combat
Veterans! Also please forward any 173rd printed informa-
tion that you may have. | will anxiously wait to hear from
you. You can also call me collect.

Thanks,

Orlando F. Anderson

“C" 1/503, 173rd ABN (Sep.)
5 May 65-5 June 66







































