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From the President

Over the Christmas Holidays I reviewed our member-
ship lists, and was struck by the careers which our Sky
Soldiers have pursued. As one might expect, many Offic-
ers and Non-Commissioned Officers pursued military
careers, and did extremely well. Two Sky Soldiers cur-
rently serving exemplify our successes — General Hugh
Shelton commands the US Special Operations Command,
and Gene McKinney is the current Sergeant Major of the
Army.

Of the nearly 3,000 Sky Soldiers who have sent in
membership forms listing their careers, we have bank
presidents and politicians, farmers and lawyers, truck
drivers and mailmen, veterans assistance workers and
union members, two Congressmen and many members
in state and local governments. More than 100 of our
members are in law enforcement and many are teachers.
As a unit we can be justifiably proud of our members who
not only served in the Brigade with distinction, but con-
tinue to contribute to the strength of the Nation in their
civilian careers.

We did not achieve our successes on our own. Most of
us owe to our wives who supported us unquestioningly,
and our children who put up with our stresses. Absences
and frequent moves, a debt that we can never repay.
Unlike the debt which we owe to our comrades-in-arms,
whose lives were taken from them and who cannot hear
our thanks, we can let our families know how much we
valued their support. They were, truly, “the wind beneath
our wings.”

Ken Smith, President

We Have A Home Page!

For you computer hacks who want to find something
on the internet try the Society's new home page. Set up
by Sky Soldier Paul Dinardo the home page address is:

http://sunsite.unc.edu.173abn.html.

If you have a computer service provider; AOL,
CompuServe, MSN or any other service to the internet,
you can “hook up” with our home page. We encourage
your input for the programming of the home page. Contact
Paul at:

pdinardo@pica.army.mil

with your comments.

NOTICE

Deadline for submitting articles for the Spring
edition is: 15 April 1997.

For the Summer edition it is 1 August 1997.
Editor

v
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The Chaplain’s Corner

“Why did I live when other people died?”
“I should have died, and they should have lived.”
“It should have been me instead.”

These are expressions of survivor guilt. As survivors
many of us tend to want to trade places with the person
who died. Time and again, ['ve heard veterans say that
the guys who died were the lucky ones, because they
don't have to be around to suffer the painful memories,
the agony of shame, unemployment, effects of Agent
Orange poisoning, flashbacks, depression, nightmares,
and many of the other problematic symptoms of Post-
Traumatic Stress.

Guilt from surviving when others did not is one of the
heaviest loads a veteran can carry. | believe this one
aspect of PTSD is responsible for most of the problems
with alcohol and drugs that many of us have had over the
years. [, for one, spent many years in silent confusion,
wondering why “he got it and I didn’t.” [ also spent
many years trying to drown my unexplained feelings with
booze and drugs. There were a couple of things [ did
when I really felt that I couldn’t go on alone. They helped
me through the “kill zone,” and perhaps they will help
you too.

First of all, don't be a lone ranger — find another
'Nam vet . . . someone you can trust . . . and share some
of your memories with him. It is important to tell as many
of the details as you can about the incident(s). Remember-
ing environmental conditions, smells, noises, conversa-
tions, etc. You will be amazed how much better you will
feel by talking about it. (Silence, or “stuffing it” has been
a major factor in creating post-stress syndrome).

The next thing that helped me was when | made peace
with God. Most of us went to Vietnam with some degree
of faith. Many of us lost that faith because we felt we had
been “had” by God, our leaders and our country. We felt
that perhaps God was somewhere else while we had to
witness horrible things. So we blamed Him. Well, when
[ realized that | wasn’t going to make it on down the trail
without a “Point Man”, and finally stopped blaming God
and took some responsibility of my own . . . I surrendered
to God and re-established my faith in Him. From the
moment | confessed His Son, Jesus Christ as my Savior,
things began to get better for me. (Not the ideal yet —
but better.) I've since seen it happen to literally hundreds
of vets beside myself . . . and it can happen to you.

Welcome home!

Chuck Dean, 173d Chaplain




The Editor’s
Corner

It is hard for me to believe that it will be thirty years
since the day [ made the jump with the 2/503. [ was
supposed to go home that day and there was a seat
waiting for me on a freedom bird at Bien Hoa air base.
Luckily, however, I had a better seat on a C-130 that was
leaving earlier and [ did not have to land with it.

After months in the field with the 2/503 and 4/503,
my boss (Major Friend) wanted the two best squads on
the jump and mine was one of them. The other squad
belonged to Sgt Jim “the rock” Steward. For two MP
squads to be making a combat jump it was at that time
and still is unprecedented.

I can still remember the color of the smoke grenades
as | descended down into the rice paddy; there was
purple, vellow, red and other colors that made the scene
so surreal. Even the parachutes from the heawy drop
were of different colors and to see them all come to-
gether in such a colorful display was beautiful against the
green of the jungles. Green the color or life, would soon
prove to be an oxymoron in the coming days of the
operation.

I would like to thank all the members who contributed
articles and for sharing their thoughts about the only U.S.
combat jump made in Vietnam, I would like to single out
Russ Roever, who, as a combat medic with the 2/503
had the foresight to have a camera with him on the drop
zone and made available to me some of the pictures you
will see in this edition of Sky Soldier.

Tim Stout, Editor

Annual Dues Contributions

Our face is a little red. Last Newsletter, we asked you
to look at your mailing label and told you that if the
number that appeared after your name was less than 98,
you were in arrears in your dues. (The year shown in the
year for which you owe — i.e., “96" means your annual
dues contributions for 96 is overdue and your dues con-
tribution for 97 is currently payable.) Unfortunately, due
to a computer glitch, the dues data did not appear on
most labels. This is an Army veterans group and this was
a typical Army glitch. Qur thanks to those who did re-
spond, either guessing at what they owed or responding
to the label data.

By way of background, 253 Sky Soldiers and 834 Life
members are current in their dues, as are all our Gold
Star relatives and 52 Sky Soldiers whose dues are waived
for a variety of reasons. 768 have not made their 97
contributions, 670 have yet to make their 96 & 97
contributions, and another 302 are in arrears for 95, 96
and 97.

We need your support to keep our operations going.
We ask for an annual dues contribution of $20.00. Checks
should be made payable to the “173d Airborne Brigade.”
Why not update your records, using the form on this
newsletter, while you pay your dues. Together, we can
keep our programs going.
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It is my sad duty to announce the death of:

Leonard E. Small (Major-D/SPT 1963-65)

Frederick “Bagpipes” Hanbury (PSG N Co
75th LRP 1968-70)

John W. Blake (N Co 75th LRPs)

1SG Robert N. Duarte, (E, 4/503). Bob Duarte
was a dedicated society member and a very
active participant in the airborne community.
His passing will be sadly missed — especially
by me. Timothy K. Stout, editor.

Colonel (R) Stacy McMarlin. Stacy served with
B/Med as a surgeon from May 67-May 68. He
combined a high degree of professionalism with
a unique and endearing personal commitment
to his patients and friends. He will be greatly
missed.

Kenneth V. Smith
President

May they enjoy the peace deserved by those

Ew}m served their country honorably and well.

Nineteen Members of Chapters XIV and X, attended the
burial of 1SGT Robert M. Duarte (E, 4/503).



Skysoldier Scholarship Winners

The Society’s Scholarship Committee awarded a record
$5500 to children of former Skysoldiers in 1996. A brief
look at the winners:

Nicole Syzdek is the daughter of Mike Syzdek (B/4,
70-71). Nicole is a senior at San Diego State University,
majoring in microbiology. Nicole was awarded $1500.

dodi Sullivan is the daughter of Dennis Sullivan
(H/3/319, 68-69). At the time of her application, Jodi
was a high school senior and planning on attending col-
lege in her home state of Illinois. Jodi was awarded
$1200 towards her freshman year expenses.

Kevin Sourjohn is “Bud” Sourjohn’s (A/2, 70) son.
Kevin finished high school in '96 and indicated his plans
were to study aviation technology and become a commer-
;ia! pilot. The Scholarship Committee awarded Kevin

1000.

Justin Opiola is the son of Ted Opiola (Caspers and
335th AHC, 67-68). Justin received $650 from the
Committee to further his studies. He's a college freshman
this year and hopes to become a professional sports
broadcaster.

Helen Dale carries on the Dale tradition of excel-
lence. Her father is SGM Harold Dale (B/1, 65-66 and
67-68; H/B, 71). Helen finished high school in Ohio and
in her application stated that she wanted to become a
physical therapist. Helen received $650 from the Com-
mittee.

Michelle Bull has the distinction of being the first
winner of the MG Cunningham Award. Michelle is the
daughter of Ray Bull (C/4, 67-68). Michelle is studying
exercise and nutritional science at San Diego State Uni-
;ersity. The winner of the MG Cunningham Award receives

500.

Awards are based on a variety of factors. The Commit-
tee considers an applicant’s extracurricular activities in
addition to scholastic achievements. In addition, there are
three short essays required. One focuses on the applicant’s
career goals, while the other two related to topics in the
news.

Since 1987, the Society has awarded more than
$36,000 in scholarship money.

Applications are now available for those interested in
the 1997 competition. Previous winners may apply four
years after their first award. For applications, write:

National Headquarters

Society of the 173d Airborne Brigade

Attn: Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 44173

Washington, DC 20026-4173

We Have a New Address!

We have a new P.O. Box number that will be
easy to remember. While we can still be reached at
our old box, our new address is:

Society of the 173d Airborne Brigade
P.O. Box 44173
Washington, DC 20026-4173

Scholarship Fund Update

The Society acknowledges the generous gifts of the
following to the scholarship fund.

SFC (R) Larry Stafford

Robert J. Giraud

Ronald D. Blanton

COL George Stapleton

Robert deFlesco

John C. Wilkofsky

William E. Davis

Robert P. Kapczynaki

Monument Fund Update

The Society acknowledges the generous gifts of the
following to the monument fund.
John Holland

S g,< ————————————— —CLIPHERE — — e e e e e e e

Monument Contribution Form

NAME
(Last) (First) (M)
ADDRESS
(Street) (City) (State} (Zip)
HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

[0 Here's my $

Please mail to: Monument Fund, c/o Kenneth Smith

tax deductible contribution for the monument!

Society of the 173d Airborne Brigade, PO Box 44173, Washington, DC 20026-4173.



“HOOK-UP”

Andrew Connelly, P.O. 987, Spring, TX 77383-
0987 is trying to locate: 18G Paul Holliday; PSG
Michael Durket; SSG Roscoe Killet and SSG
Franklin Williams. If anyone knows where these troop-
ers can be found please contact Andrew.

Mark S. Lavetti, 13005 Bryantown Ct., Bryantown,
MD 20617. E-mail: mseki@radix.net. Home: 301-932-
8066; Fax: 301-274-9751 is trving to locate anyone
who may have served with and knew his high school
friend David R. Reynolds, Co B 4/503, KIA 21 Nov
1967at Dak To. Please contact Mark if you can provide
any information about his friend.

I am looking for anyone who knew or remembers
Capt. (first name unknown) Castro (he was Cuban) or
Sgt. Phillip Quitaquit (he was Phillipino) who served
with the 173d Delta or Echo companies of 1/503 69-70.
1 think often about both of them and would like to know
where they are, what ever happened to them, or anyone
else remembers them. Call me or write: Carl Dodd (D/E/
1-503 69-70), 217 E. Frances Ave., Peoria, IL 61614.
(309) 693-1197.

[ would like to hear from anyone who sailed on the
U.S.S. Breakenrich to Okinawa 2/503, in April 1960.
Gil Handy, 2723 Toland Drive, Fairfield, CA 94533.
(707) 429-1597.

Thanks and Honors

Years ago, the Army created the Regimental System to
foster unit pride, improve unit esprit, perpetuate regi-
mental history and . . . provide the common thread
linking our illustrious past with the present . . .” Among
other features, the program calls for appointment of an
Honorary Colonel and Sergeant Major of the Regiment,
and Distinguished Members of the Regiment. The pri-
mary linkage for the Society is the 503d Infantry Regi-
ment (the 3-319th Field Artillery Regiment is still active
has available a parallel system.)

QOver the past years, two Society members have served,
unheralded as Honorary Colonel and Sergeant Major the
503d Infantry Regiment. The Society and the Army owe
a big Airborne thanks to Colonel Bob Sigholtz, who has
expended considerable effort and resources in support of
the program including visits to the 1-503d Infantry battal-
ion in Korea, and to Larry Okendo. Both Sky Soldiers
have supported this important program, and both are
stepping down this February as the Honorary positions
rotate.

[ have been in contact with Don Abbott, President of
the 503d Infantry Regimental Combat Team Association.
We have determined that the positions of Honorary
Colonel and Sergeant Major will rotate between the two
units. The 503d RCT has nominated a distinguished World
War [I Combat Soldier, Robert M. Atkins, to be the
Honorary Colonel, and 1 am pleased to announce the
appointment of CSM Bobby Teague as Honorary Ser-
geant Major of the Regiment. These appointments are
effective immediately for a two year term.

In recognition of distinguished service to the Army, the
Society, and the Community, it is my privilege to an-
nounce the appointment of the following soldiers as Dis-
tinguished Members of the Regiment:

General John Deane, Jr.
SFC Larry Okendo

MG Ellis Williamson
CSM Edward Proffit
MG John R.D. Cleland
CSM Vincent Rogiers
COL Robert Sigholtz
Frank Miceli

These appointments are effective immediately and are
indefinite. This recognition, made on behalf of the mem-
bers of the Society, is our way of marking our respect and
thanks for a lifetime of service and giving to our Society,
the Army, and our nation.

Ken Smith, President

Family Tradition Lives On

Chuck Dean, National Chaplain
is happy to report that his son Ailen
R. Dean is serving with Co. A, 82d
Signal Battalion, 82d Airborne Divi-
sion, Fort Bragg, NC. Pfc. Dean is
an R.T.O. just like his dad was and
is assigned to the assault platoon.
AIRBORNE!



Letters to the Editor

WOMEN IN
MILITARY SERVICE FOR AMERICA
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
Dept. 560
Washington, DC 20042-0560

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your generous donation of $500 to the
Women in Military Service Memorial. It is appreciated
very much.

This memorial is the first major, national recognition of
the contributions and achievements of women. It is a
long-overdue tribute to the many thousands of women
who have served this country so well.

1 hope you will help us spread the word about it to your
friends and colleagues because every woman who has
ever served or is serving today deserves the tribute this
project is going to pay them. If you know of any women
who are eligible to register but haven't, up to 20 of them
may be registered with your donation. I've enclosed a
form, which may be copied, for this purpose.

Thanks again. We are pleased to count you as one of
the memorial’s supporting organizations.

Sincerely,

Wilma L. Vaught,

Brigadier General, USAF, Retired,
President.

Dear Editor:

I had no idea we sat opposite each other on the
Junction City Jump. | had trouble making the jump as my
BN C.O. thought at age 53, | was too old. My response
was that [ was responsible for all the rigging, [ was going
to be on the DZ to observe any problems, it was not
going to be someone else.

There was not much for me to worry about. It was a
daylight jump with no enemy air and we felt our DZ was
uncompromised. We had worked out with the Air Force
a safe 800 FT drop altitude flown without a pop-up and
each plane was to make two passes over the DZ to make
sure there was no scattering of troops.

After our successful jump, a resupply of food, water,
medical, light weapons and clothing was due. It was rigged
by the 109th QM (Aerial Supply) at Cam Rahn Bay. Qur
DZ was clear. We stood on the edge. Three planes ap-
proached at 200 ft and popped up to 300, let their loads
go with everything smashing in! Fortunately no one was
in the area and no fuel or ammo was in the bundles, there
was no fire, but it proved my anti pop-up stand.

After retiring in 73 [ have kept active in Rigging re-
unions, making speeches, war stories and the like! Made
the Rigger Hall of Fame in '82; the QM Hall of Fame in
'94 and had the 549th QM Co. Aerial Supply made a
Distinguished unit of the Corps in '95!

Airborne! All the Way!

Chief Melvin

{Continued on page 12)

173d Member Elected to
Kentucky House of
Representatives

Mike Weaver who served with
the Brigade in Vietnam from May
1969 to May 1970 was elected
on November 5th 1996 to repre-
sent the 26th district in the Ken-
tucky House of Representatives.
While with the Brigade, Captain
Weaver commanded D Co 16th
Armor and E Trp 17th Cav. He
commanded each of the units for
6 months.

After 34 years of service, Colonel Weaver retired from
active duty and now resides in Radcliff, KY with his wife
of 35 years, Lois. The Weavers have 4 daughters: Rebecca,
Cynthia, Teresa and Kathleen. All four of their daughters
are either in the military or married to someone who is
in the military. That's what I would call an all military
family.

After retirement Mike went into the construction busi-
ness and is now the owner and operator of J.W. Con-
struction in Radcliffe, KY.

Mike, we wish you the best of luck in your new posi-
tion as our Representative in the Kentucky State House.

Hugh C. Robinson, (AKA Heavy Drop),
Master-At-Arms
PS: Mike is my Representative here in Kentucky.

Doctor has “eye” on hit

Loren E. Little, M.D., FA.C.S., who specializes in
ophthalmology and ophthalmic surgery, and former 173d
Brigade Surgeon, has produced a new CD album called
“Out of the Blue” which features jazz trumpeter Carl
Saunders. The album which reached number 16 in late
December was produced by Dr. Little because no label
would pick it up. In keeping with the airborne tradition,
Dr. Little formed his own label, did the graphics, line
notes and now the CD has been submitted for Grammy
Awards in four categories. The CD has received critical
national acclaim from jazz radio stations, is on SNL

records and distributed nationally by MS: telephone num-
ber 1-800-688-3383.

= FAX
the FACTS

KEEP THE SOCIETY READERS UPDATED BY
SENDING YOUR NEWS ARTICLES BY FAX TO:

(715) 425-7738

24 HOURS A DAY




“Heavy Drop” of supplies to support 2/503 INF dur-
ing Operation Junction City.

News About Sky Soldiers

John Hozer, (Lt Cpt Pilot with Co. A 82nd Aviation and
173d Aviation Platoon 1966) is Retired, and lives at
P.O. Box 146, Earlyville, VA 22938. Tel: 804-973-
8409.

Thomas A. Houf (B/2 & A/Spt 71-72) is a Teacher at
th% Boonville Correctional Center, and lives in Boonville,
MO.

Michael R. Barnes (D/4) is an Attorney at the Law
Offices of Michael R. Barnes, and lives in Key West, FL.

Donald Richard (B/1 70-71) is Vice President/Land-
scape Architect with John G. Crowe Associates, Inc.,
and lives in Marlboro, MA.

Charles A. Bowles, Sr. (D/1 67-68 is Owner of Bowles
Construction, and lives in Warrenton, MO.

Robert P. Kapczynski (D/16 67) is a Pipefitter for
Peco Energy, and lives in Philadelphia, PA.

Charles Kneckt (A/2 65-66) is a Correctional Officer
for the State of Florida, and lives in Ocala, FL.

Charles L. Schwarz (A/2 66-67) is a Senior Parole
Officer with the New York State Division of Parole,
and lives in Middletown, NY.

Daniel G. Brothers (A/4 69) is a Sales Representative
for Liberty Mutual Insurance Company, and lives in
Tampa, FL.

Col. James F. Willie (C/H/2 71) has been appointed
Inspector General of the Europe Command, and is
now living in Stuttgart, Germany.

SGM Lawrence E. Colling (A/Spt 67-68) is Retired,
and lives on “Forest by the Sea Street” in Carolina
Beach, NC.

Gregory B. Barton (A/1 64-65) is an Industrial Mechanic
for Shuller International, and lives in Napoleon, OH.

COL George E. Dexter (H/2 64-66) is Retired, and
lives in Albuquerque, NM.

Cleo R. Williams, Jr. (A/2 68-69) is a Student at the
Test Technology Institute, 2nd lives in Temple Hills, MD.

Robert J. Fleming, Jr. (A/D/M 67-68) is a Police
Officer for the U.S. Postal Service, and lives in Munhall,
PA.

George A. Brown (C/3 67-68) is Retired, and lives in
Indiana, MS.

Roger D. Holman (H/3-319 66-67) is a Meat Depart-
ment Manager for Gilbert IGA, and lives in Chisholm,
MN.

Thomas R. Eckhoff (N/75th Inf) is a Medical Transport
Driver for Better Care Lines, and lives in Richfield, MN.

Russell “Mike” Burkhart (H/2 & H/Bde 63-65) is
Retired, and lives in Woodbury, MN.

David W. Nordan (A/Spt 66-67) is an Investigator for
the Brooklyn, MN Police Department, and lives in
Brooklyn Park, MN.

Thomas G. Arneson (H/3-319 68-69) is a Land Sur-
veyor, and lives in Brooklyn Center, MN.

Gary D. Luoma (C/1 and Bde MP Platoon 67-68) is a
Plant Repairman for Empire Mine Company, and lives
in Neaynoe, MN.

Donald S. Bulford (D/3 67-68) is a Senior Program
Analyst, and lives in Norcross, GA.

Albert J. Conely (C/1 70-71) is a Correctional Ser-
geant at the Raleigh, NC Central Prison, and lives in
Lillington, NC.

John C. Wilkofsky (B/3-319 & Caspers) works in Real
Estate and as an S&B Investor and lives in Mt. Bethel,
PA.

dack T. Kelley (A/2, H/Bde 66-67 and H/3 70) is
General Director, Mens Ministries, Pentacostal Holi-
ness Church, and lives in Fayetteville, NC.

Klaus “Pete” Peterson (C/1 & 75th Inf 68-69) is an
Injection Molder, Musician, and Songwriter, and lives
in Belen, NM.

Leonard S. Podgorski (H/3-319 67-68) is Access In-
ventory Control Officer at the Cantonsville Community
College, and lives in Abingdon, MD.

Aaron Handy (C/3 69-70) works at USPS, and lives in
New Orleans, LA.

James E. Glaze (H/2 66-67) is Lead Baggage Agent
for Continental Airlines (Houston office), and lives in
Conroe, TX.

COL. J. Michael Weaver (Commander D/16 and E/
17 69-70) is President of J.M. Weaver Construction

(Continued on page 8)



News About Sky Soldiers — From page 7

Company and Kentucky State Representative from the
26th District, and lives in Radcliff, KY.

Ken M. Hankinson (C/1 69) is Self Employed (Pharmart-
Mail Order Catalogue) and lives in Tolland, CT.

Charles R. Brune (C/1 70-71) is a Texas Ranger (State
Police Investigator) and lives in Pflugersville, TX.

MG Richard D. Chegar (H/Bde & C/A/1 63-66) is
First Vice President — Investments for Prudential Se-
curities, Inc., and lives in Carmel, IN.

Thomas V. Racho (E/17 67-68) is a Millwright for Ford
Motor Company, and lives in Eastpointe, MI.

John C. Johnson (A/4 69-70) is in Sales, Security
and Construction for Sportsman'’s Pier, Inc., and lives
in Atlantic Beach, NC.

COL Richard E. Cooley (B/2 69-70) is a Self-Em-
ployed Certified Public Accountant, and lives in
Sarasota, FL.

CSM Arno C. Land (A/1 66-67 & H/1 69-70) is a
Farmer, and lives in Tipton, IN.

MSG dJoe Steed (C/2 65-66) is a Police Officer in
Columbus, GA.

Kenneth R. Husted (C/1 66-67) is a Carpenter/Cabi-
net Maker, and lives in Velarde, NM.

John Stormzand (B/1 & C/4 70-71) is a Photojournal-
ist, and lives in Auburn Hill, ML

Patrick X. Garvin (C/2 66-67) is an Investment Broker
for A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc., and lives in Slidell, LA.

Rois Black (A/3 67-68) is Retired, and lives in Belmont,
NC

Peter F. Sessler (H/4 68-70) is Disabled, and lives in
Syracuse, NY.

Douglas P. Kinsman (B/H/4 68-69) is an Automotive
Engineer for General Motors, and lives in Fenton, MI.

Dennis A. Wink (A/3 68-69) runs Wink International
Drilling Contractors, and lives in Juneau, AK.

Willie G. Adams, “Adam I,” (H/2 65-66 & E/17 70-
71) is Region Manager, Eastern North Carolina, for
Orkin Exterminating Co., and lives in Raleigh, NC.

Teddy L. Arnold (B/3 67-68) is a Hospital Services
Driver at the Irwin Memorial Blood Center, and lives in
Fairfield, CA.

Walter L. Thompson (A/4 67-68) is a Management
Engineer for the NC Dept. Transportation, and lives in
Cory, NC.

William M. Williams (A/4 66-67) is a Deputy Sheriff
(Sergeant), and lives in Big Pine, CA.

Robert P. (Blumenthal) Bruce (B/Spt 67) is Presi-
dent of Arthroscopic Assistants, Inc., and lives in San
Jose, CA.

Mark W. Vossburg (E/D/2 and E/17 69-71) is Battal-
ion Chief, City of Hibbing (MN) Fire Department, and
lives in Hibbing, MN.

Robert L. Burns (A/Spt & D/3 68-70) is Retired, and
lives in Fayetteville, NC.

William R. Dixon (B/H/4 67-68) is Vice President for
Operations, Pic-N-Pay Stores, Inc., and lives in
Matthews, NC.

Ted Nowicki (C/3-319 68-70) works for Bethlehem
Steel and lives in Valparaiso, IN.

doe F. Atkinson (C/1 66-67) is President of Chapter
V (Fort Bragg/Fayetteville Chapter) and lives in
Fayetteville, NC.

Joseph H. Lundberg (H/Spt 70-71) is a salesman and
lives in Fayetteville, NC.

Jdohn C. Griffis (E/17 69-70) is an Ammunition Han-
dler at the Fort Bragg Ammunition Supply Point and
lives in Fayetteville, NC.

Michael Constantino, Jr. (C/3 66-67) is a Self-Em-
ployed Home Repairman and Painter and lives in Fort
Lauderdale, FL.

Joseph Fratangelo (A/1 68-69) is a Supervisor/Unit
Manager for the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
and lives in Wilmington, DE.

Gene N. Cartier (H/1 63-65 & C/3-319 67-68) is
Director, Network and Systems Engineering, Systems
Research and Applications Corporation, and lives in
Springfield, VA.

Leo A. Quinn (A/2 70-71) is a U.S. Government
Warehouse Man (U.S. Coast Guard) and lives in Fish-
ing Creek, NJ.

Richard Rainville (B/1 68-69) is a retired NYC Bus
Driver, and lives in Brooklyn, NY.

Timothy A. Howell (C/H/4 67-70) is the Owner of
“The Flea Specialist, Inc.” and lives in Sanford, NC.

Robert H. Sudbrink (D/1 69-70) works for the U.S.P.S.,
and lives in Alden, NY.

Paul Hall (E/3 70-71) is a Bus Operator for the New
Jersey Transit Corp., and lives in Jersey City, NJ.
Marcelino H. Carrillo (D/1 69-70) is Owner/Operator

of The Old Chaparral Lounge and lives in Laredo, TX.

Harold Mash (HQ/BDE 67) is a Federal Investigator,
and lives in Conroe, TX.

Patrick Sirmeyer (E/17 66-67) is a Letter Carrier for
USPS, and lives in Coral Springs, FL.

Earl Westmark (E/17 66-67) is a Long Distance Truck
Driver, and lives in Springfield, MO.

Michael P. Kelly (A/2 68) is Owner of Synder and Kelly
Realty, and lives in Charlotte, NC.

Richard M. Scott (H/4 & H/Bde 67-68) is a Financial
Consultant for Merrill Lynch, and lives in Lexena, KS.

Jdohn Golz (1/50 Inf 69-70) is Branch Manager, Berk-
shire Mortgage Corporation, and lives in Chicago, IL.

Tom dJ. Burns (B/1 70) is Co-Owner of Thai-Asian
World-Wide Ladies Introduction Services, and lives in
Kailua-Kona, HI.

George A. Sutherland (E1 & C/2 70-71) is CEQ,
Enviro-Homes of Arizona, Corporation, and lives in
Scottsdale, AZ.

William R. Dixon (B/H/4 67-68) is Vice President for
Operations, Pick-n-Pay Stores, Inc., and lives in
Matthews, NC.

Ronald D. Regan (E/17 68-70) is New Car Depart-
ment Manager for Patrick Ford, Inc., and lives in
Fayetteville, NC.

Thomas A. Kelley (C/H/1 67-68 and 39th Inf 70-71)
is retired from both the Army and the Postal Service,
and lives in Lakeland, FL.

Gregory dJ. Stuart (D/2 68-69) is District Manager,
Capital Newspapers, and lives in Schenectedy, NY.
Robert L. Stokes (E/17 63-64 and 65-66, & H/Bde
66-67) works for the Postal Service and lives in Paducah,

KY.

John J. Walsh (H/Bde and H/2 66) is Retired and lives

in Savannah, GA.

(Continued on page 10)



Chapter News

Chapter I: Sigholtz Capital Chapter, 611 Pennsylvania
Avenue, S.E., Box #1115, Washington, DC 20003
New chapter officers elected: President LTC (R) Ed
Anthony; Vice President Michael J. Thibault; Secretary
Scott C. Brewer; Treasurer John B. Foley; Special
Assistant Russ Ward. Chapter [ and its members are
hosting a 30th anniversary dinner at the Fort Belvoir
Officers Club on 22 Feb. 1997. The function is to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the jump that started
Operation Junction City in 1967.

Chapter II: Lozada-Thurston-Watters Chapter, 450 West
148th Street, New York, NY 10031
Chapter members Victor Tejera, Lucian Vicchio,
Leroy Simpscn, and Tony Albarello cooked over sixty
meals for Thanksgiving. The meals were then given
out to homeless veterans in New York City, bringing
some hope and happiness to some hungry people who
might have not eaten that day.

Chapter IlI: Columbus/Ft. Benning Chapter, PO Box
1977, Ft. Benning, GA 31905-0577

Chapter IV: 530 W. Ruscomb Street, Philadelphia, PA
19120-3754
Gerald Ney represented Chapter IV as a delegate
and as the assistant chaplain for the Philadelphia United
Veterans Council and gave the benediction at the
Veteran Day services held in Philadelphia. Gerald has
also attended many other military functions, including
heading a guard detail to protect the Philadelphia Viet-
nam Veterans memorial.

Chapter V: Ft. Bragg Chapter, PO Box 71313, Ft.
Bragg, NC 28307

Chapter VI: Elite Forces Chapter, c/0 Dawn DiNardo,
4694 N. Sapphire Drive, Hoffman Estates, IL 60195
The chapter held their election for officers and came
up with co-presidents Arlen Bertrand and Frank Miceli
and Andy Brown was reelected as the vice president.
Word has it that Andy likes his title, especially the
“vice” part is still waiting. Hang in there Andy. The
chapter is also happy to report that the membership
rolls have increased during 1996.

Chapter VII: Florida Chapter, Stephen A. Turpen, 5580
Teakwood Road, Lakeworth, FL. 33467 — (561) 966-
1323

Chapter IX: New England Chapter, P.O. Box 632,
Bellingham, MA 02019,

Chapter secretary Dennis Hill recently broke his leg
while at work; this was a fortunate “break” for the
chapter in that it freed Dennis up for a few weeks to
work on the 1998 reunion that will be held in Boston.

Chapter X: 2469 Louis Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303

Chapter XI: Australian (Down Under) Chapter, “Duty
First", PO Box 5-173A, Croydon Park, NSW 2133,
Australia

Chapter XIII: Southwest Chapter, 830 Oakbluff Drive.,
Lancaster, TX 75146

Election of officers was held and by acclimation
everbody is still in place except our newsletter editor,
Paul Richards is the new newsletter editor and he can
be reached at 9503 Marble Mount, Houston, TX
77064. Phone number is 713-894-5969.

All information on the rest of us is still current with
the exception of my area code which is now 972. I can
also be reached by pager. That number is 214-835-
5717.

Our sec/treas Harold Brent is working on chapter
report and should be to you shortly along with the rest
of our pathfinder pledge.

Looking forward in joining you to serve the Society
again this year—Dusty Jarnagin 972-227-4766.

Chapter XIV: Southern California Chapter, PO Box
5482, El Monte, CA 91734

Chapter XV: SSG John K. Weber Chapter, PO Box
583131, Minneapolis, MN 55458-3131
The chapter donated an American flag, POW/MIA
flag and a 173d Brigade flag to the New Zealanders
that attended the 1995 reunion. The flags were re-
cently officially presented to the New Zealand 161
Battery veterans who served with the brigade in Viet-
nam. The parent unit of the 61st is the 16th New
Zealand Field Artillery.

Chapter XVI: Pacific Northwest Chapter, 1512 116th
Street, South, Tacoma, WA 98444-2522  Chapter
Internet Address: Redleg@prostar.com
The chapter will be holding its February meeting at
the Sun Ya Seafood restaurant located in the interna-
tional district of Seattle on 22 February, which also
coincides with the dinner being held by Chapter I to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the jump made
on Operation Junction City. Call Chapter President
Lou Banks, at 206-535-0513 or Frank Pearce at 206-
824-8083 for more details. The chapter has taken up
the proposal to hold meetings in various local areas.
Bruce Tilford volunteered to have a meeting in Bend
Oregon and Don Palmer has taken charge in the
northern Snohomish, Skagit, Whatcom and Island
Counties.

Chapter XVII: Western Pennsylvania Chapter, c/o Jerry
Sopko, 101 Center Street Ext., Jeannette, PA 15644

Chapter XVIII: Oklahoma Chapter, Chapter Officers:
President: Mr. Richard Triplett, RR #1, Box 365, Mutual,
OK 73853, 405-989-3270
The chapter has been very active in finding new
members. Current members recently attended a
ceremony at the “moving wall” at Shawnee, Okla-
homa.

Chapter XIX: Please note new address. New Zealand
Chapter, P.O. Box 260, Papakura, South Auckland, New
Zealand

Chapter XX: United Desert Chapter, PO Box 12271,
Tucson, AZ 85732-2271. (602) 586-9180.

Chapter XXI: The Mountain States Chapter, 3021
Whitehall Drive, West Valley City, UT 84119, (801) 967-
2137. Dave Epstein, President.
















































