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Sky Soldier . . .

Perhaps your memory is of early days in-country. Or of Operation Junction City. Or of Dak-To and its aftermath. Or
of Washington Green. Or any of dozens of other Herd actions in Vietnam.

Perhaps you find yourself looking skyward at the sound of chopper blades slicing the air, remembering other choppers.
Or walking along in a cloudburst remembering other rains. Or saying goodbye to someone you've grown close to, while
recalling other goodbyes among friends grown close in combat.

Maybe you've begun to sense that Vietnam has a place in America’s history, a place that is not all good or bad. Maybe
your tour of duty was easy. Maybe it was rough. But if you're like most of us, it was an important part of your life, one
which has shaped you since.

We want you to come and share with us. The 1990 Reunion marks the 25th Anniversary of the 173d's deployment
to Vietnam. Our place in history is even more important as the U.S. Airborne Forces mark their 50th Anniversary. From
World War Il through Vietnam and up to Panama, the Airborne Forces have been a key to our military capabilities. You
deserve to claim your place in both celebrations. If these were separate, you'd probably want to be part of both. They are

tradition.

us.
Sincerely,

Col. Robert Sigholtz
International President

conveniently (if coincidentally) at the same place and time. So hook up!
Whether you served as an EM, an NCO, or an officer, you'll find fellow Sky Soldiers who can relate to your experience,
share memories, and join in building a future in which we continue to stand proudly for all that is best in the Airborne

Robert Finan

1990 Reunion Committee

Our program is full of action but packed with time to share with comrades. The Nation's Capital is at your doorstep
in the convenient Mayflower Hotel; the Fourth of July and the Airborme Retreat at RFK Stadium bracket a week of
renewing old friendships and building new memories.

Please return the enclosed registration form. We want you there; we need you there. If you're Herd, you belong with

Registrations Top 200 1990 Brigade Reunion

1990 offers a once-in-a-lifetime Air-  this a family event. Hotel rooms atbargain  Debra W. Kincheloe  Jack Peckett
borne opportunity — the 25th anniver- rates should be reserved right away. Sign ~ Roger Kravel* Ronald Puls
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the rule. Many registrants are making

William J. Kelso, Jr.

Kenneth Pasquale®



1990 — 173d AIRBORNE CONVENTION &
5 July — 8 July
50th Anniversary of The Airborne 25th Anniversary of our Deployment to VN
1990 Reunion Facts
Location and Room Reservations:

The Mayflower Hotel, 1127 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. (202) 347-3000.

Rates: $75.00 (limited number available) to $150. per night

Make room reservations directly with the hotel. Rooms are available on a first come, first served basis. To guarantee reservations
in case of late arrival, please provide your credit card number.

Registration:
Space is limited at most functions; register early to be sure of tickets.
Rates: Adult or young adult (15 and up) — $95.00 each / Child under 15 — $65.00 each
Adult/young adult fee includes formal banquet, Sunday brunch, RFK stadium gathering, hat, shirt, commemorative programs.
Child fee includes all except banquet. Registration is confirmed only after payment in full is received. Postmark determines date of
receipt.

Spouse Program:
Thursday welcome reception and fashion show is free and open to all who request a ticket. Separate tickets are available at $20.00
each for the luncheon on Friday. All other events are available via complete package only ($30.00).
Thursday — Welcome reception and fashion show
Friday — VIP tours of FBI Headquarters and State Department
Luncheon/Guest Speaker (TBA)
Reception/Tour at Embassy of Australia

Optional Tours:
Two optional tours on Friday, July 6, will be suggested; escorts will be provided. Participants pay their own transportation and other
expenses.
Morning (9:00 am. - Noon) — National Zoo
Afternoon (3:00 - 5:30 p.m.) — Tourmobile around various monuments and national buildings

Fiftieth Anniversary of the American Airborne Parade
(Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.): The Brigade has been limited to 350 men in its marching unit. The first 350 active members
(dues current) who pay the registration fee and mark “yes” to parade participation on registration form will comprise that unit.
Special identification will be given to allow access to parade staging area. A special parade uniform will be womn; details will be
provided to those who march. Active duty personnel may wear prescribed uniform (NO fatigues). Mames of those in marching unit

will be printed in the Spring 1990 National Newsletter.

THURSDAY, JULY 5, 1990

Registration Senate Rm 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Hospitality Suite Colonial Rm 7:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. Vendor Sales: Anyone interested in offering items for public sale must
Vendor Sales Colonial Rm MNoon-1:00 a.m. contact coordinator Mark Ludlow for instructions, at 703-684-0520 or
Spouse Fashion Show TBA 3:00-5:00 p.m. 800-368-2558.

FRIDAY, JULY 6, 1990 Hospitality Suite: The Hospitality Suite will be operated as a cash bar.
Registration Senate Rm 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. The hotel does not allow open hospitality suites to operate out of indi-
Vendor Sales Colonial Rm  8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. vidual guest rooms (strictly enforced).

Executive Board Meeting TBA 8:00 am.-10:00 am.

Spouse Program
Optional Zoo Tour

Various sites
Zoo

8:30 am.-5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.-Noon

Membership Meeting: Attendance is limited to active (paid-up dues)
members. Dues can be paid in advance or during registration. Election
of International Officers takes place.

Membership Meeting TBA 12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
Spouse Luncheon TBA 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. Formal Banquet: Tickets included in adult/young adult registration fee.
Hospitality Suite Colonial Rm 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Black tie is optional; dress blues or suit and tie required, Ladies’ dress is
Optional Monuments Tour TBA 3:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. farmal or cocktail. Maximum capacity is 750; event will be closed down
Cocktail Reception East/State Rms 6:00 p.m.- when capacity is reached, SO REGISTER EARLY! Guest speaker Gen-
Formal Banquet Ballroom 7:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. eral Jack Deane; entertainment by Hollywood stars; band for dancing!
SATURDAY, JULY 7, 1990 Contacts:
Registration Senate Rm 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Registration and dues Col. Ken Smith 202-695-4798
50th Anniversary of the Constitution Hotel rooms/suites Mayflower Hotel 202-347-3000
Airborne Parade Avenue 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Publicity Terry Modglin 202-466-6272
Vendor Sales Colonial Rm 3:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. Vendor Sales Mark Ludlow 703-684-0520
Hospitality Suite Colonial Rm 3:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. Convention chairman Bob Finan 202-535-5641
Buffet Dinner Ft. Myer Deputy chairman Gene Weeks 301-933-0724
NCO Club  7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, JULY 8, 1990
Registration Senate Rm 8:00 am.-10:00 a.m.
Buffet Breakfast/Raffle Ballroom 8:00 am.-10:00 am.
50th Anniversary Observation
and Memorial Service RFK Stadium  11:00 am.-3:00 p.m.




SIGHOLTZ CAPITOL CHAPTER
SOCIETY OF THE 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE
SILVER ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
5 JULY 1990 - 8 JULY 1990

Please read information flyer BEFORE filling out form. Please print/type all information.

Last Name First Name M.I.
Street Address City State Zip
Home telephone Membership Status

National Chapter #

Registration Fee for All Adults (15 +) is $95.00. Registration for someone younger than
15 (not attending the banguest) is $60.00. REGISTRATION FEE MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION!

I WISH TO REGISTER THE FOLLOWING AND HAVE ENCLOSED APPROPRIATE FEE (CHECK/MONEY ORDER)

Sponsor's Name T-Shirt Size Amount Enclosed:
S M I, X

Guest's Name T-Shirt Size Amount Enclosed:
S M L X,

Guest's Name T-Shirt Size amount Enclosed:
S M L X,

Guest's Name T-Shirt Size Amount Enclosed:
S M L X,

Parade: Only the first 350 registered can participate in the parade (postmark date
determines eligikility. If you are among the first 350 registered, will you:

March in the Parade? If you qualify to march in the parade, check shirt size:
YES NO Medium Large Extra Large

Saturday Night Buffet Dinner - Ft Myer: Limited to first 200 who apply. If possitle,
I wish to attend the buffet dinner, at $20.00 each.

Number attending Buffet Dinner @ $20.00 each: Amount enclosed $

Spouse/Female Program: Lunch Only: $20.00. Lunch and Tour: $30.00.

Number attending lunch only @ $20.00 each: Amount enclosed: $

Number attending lunch & tour @ $30.00 each: Amount enclosed: $
SPONSOR'S UNIT AFFILIATION

Company/Battalion From (Mo/Year) To (Mo/Year)

REGISTRATION FEE AND ALL EVENT FEES MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION. Make checks payable to
Sigholtz Capitol Chapter and mail to: 1990 Convention Committee

Sigholtz Capitol Chapter

PO Box 27478

Washington, D.C. 20038-0478




From the President

Happy New Year to the Salt of the
Earth — all you ex-troopers of the 173rd.
Let’s start the year by rededicating our-
selves to being gung ho in an effort to
make the Soclety of the 173rd Airborne
Brigade better than ever.

One of the biggest problems we face
is troopers who are delinquent in pay-
ment of their dues. The Society has 2,983
members on our mailing list at the end of
1989. Of that number 1,109 had paid
dues (of which 244 are life members).

For those who did not attend the 1989
convention, the members voted that
anyone whose dues were three years in
arrears should be dropped from the rolls
of the Society. | am greatly concerned
about dropping any members. | believe
that once we remove someone from the
rolls, we will have permanently lost them.

As we are all aware, leaders in combat
do everything within their power to at-
tempt to keep casualties to a minimum.
[ hurt to think that any of these no-pays
will become casualties. We must develop
an ops plan to reduce these casualties. |
suggest that the president of each of our
chapters charge individual members to
personally contact these “lost souls” by
telephone or by writing to bring them
back into the perimeter. The names and
addresses of all our members can be
found in the newly published Society
Roster. If someone in a chapter area is
not a chapter member, one of our con-
scientious members might try to contact
him. [ implore and challenge each and
every member to try to bring at least one
delinquent member back into good stand-
ing.

If any of these Sky Soldiers cannot
afford the dues, there are provisions to
permit the dues to be waived. In fact, |
bet that within each chapter there are
sufficient troopers who will chip in to
cover such dues.

On another subject, reunion chairman
Bob Finan and his committee are doing
a typically outstanding airborne job in
planning our 1990 convention in Wash-
ington. 1 am most favorably impressed
by the schedule they are arranging. Keep
up the good work. | am looking forward
to seeing many (I wish it were all) of you
great Sky Soldiers at the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the Airborne.

God Bless — All The way — We Try
Harder!!!

Robert Sigholtz

(Editors Note: Thanks Manny Kojas for the cover
photo.}

The Editor’s “Hooch”

We are inviting each of you former
173d Troopers to join us in July 1990
for the celebration of Fifty Years of the
Airborne Concept, Paratroopers were
and are a major part of the totality of the
Concept of Airborne.

As far back as 1922 the Army
experimented with the idea, but we
marked the official beginning with the
formation of the Test Platoon at Ft.
Benning in 1940.

The fifty year old Airborne family
includes the following elements:
Parachute; Glider; Air Assault; Air Mobile;
Air Landing; Troop Carrier; Special
Forces; Seal; Ranger; Special Operations;
Paramarine; and, the Test Platoon.

Join us for a once in “Fifty Years”
celebration!

Airborne!
Gene Weeks

Operation
Just Cause

Operation JUST CAUSE, America’s
involvement in Panama to protect Ameri-
can lives and property, restore democ-
racy, protect the Panama Canal, and
apprehend Noriega, was an absolute
suceess in every respect. | will not review
the details of the operation, because of
the detailed news coverage of the opera-
tion. But I would like to offer a few
insights of interest to the Society.

The opening phase of the operation
included introduction of combat soldiers
(an Abn Bde, Rangers, and Special
Forces) by parachute. The operation was
complicated by the fact that paratroop-
ers came from different posts, flew hun-
dreds of miles to the DZ’s, loaded out in
ice, and did it all on short notice. Despite
what the pundits have said in past years,
the effectiveness and efficiency of Air-
bome forces has been proven once again!
Another proud chapter in the History of
the Airborne has been written.

Our troops — mechanized, light in-
fantry, airborne infantry, engineers, mili-
tary police — all performed with effec-
tiveness and efficiency. The vastly com-
plicated operation was executed with
extreme effectiveness. The extremely
limited number of casualties reflects the
tough, realistic training we have today.
America can be proud of her soldiers,
and we can be proud of our Airborne.
ALL THE WAY!

Ken Smith

From the Secretary:

January 1990 — the start of a New
Year and a new decade. Time to make
and keep resolutions. One should be, [
humbly submit, to support the Society
and further its ends.

We have come a long way since the
first, and very unofficial gathering at Ft.
Benning and Ft. Bragg. Our gathering
then was to celebrate our survival and to
recognize the sacrifices of those whom
we had lost.

Our scholarship fund, Chicago Chap-
ter’s youth camp, the work on a museum
display, our contributions to the Airborne
Walk, and our plans for a new memorial
reflect a measure of progress not envi-
sioned in '69. But there is more to do.
We are actively working (and have a high
probability of success) to get our Austra-
lian counterparts the recognition that they
deserve for their commitment and sacri-
fice. (They were excluded from the Meri-
torious Unit Commendation which the
Brigade received.) We hope to announce
very soon that this oversight has been
corrected and that our Australian and
New Zealand comrades-in-arms are offi-
cially entitled to this award.

In this new year and new decade,
resolve to increase your participation in
the Society — at Chapter or national
level. There are always jobs in a volun-
teer organization which need to be done.
If you can't afford your time, our most
precious commodity, at least pay your
dues on time so that those who are will-
ing to work have the resources to get the
job done.

Many in recent months who owed for
5 years, have now paid up. If you are in
arrears, pay at least for the current year.
To all active & retired, from E-4 to 0-10,
my personal view is this: IF YOU WEAR
NOW, OR WORE WHILE YOU
WERE ON ACTIVE DUTY, THE
BRIGADE PATCH, YOU SHOULD
SUPPORT THE SOCIETY. Give it
some thought. The Parachute functions
best if all risers support equally.

Ken Smith

Brigade Roster

A roster of Society members,
current through 1 January 1990, is
now available. Please send a check
payable to the 173d for $5.00 to
cover printing, handling and first
class mailing to the National Secre-
tary, Any surplus funds will be
placed in the Scholarship Fund.




3/319th Jumps
In Panama

The following update was supplied by the cur-
rent Co of the 3/319th FAR, 82d ABN DIV —
LTC Larry Gottardi. We thank LTC Gottardi for
taking the time to inform us of the operation.

Another chapter of 173rd Airborne
Brigade history was written during the
recent invasion of Panama and the over-
throw of the Noriega regime.

When the 82nd Airborme Division
conducted its combat parachute assault
on the Tocumen-Torrijos Airport at 0211
hours on 20 Dec, among the units leap-
ing in the night sky was the Battalion
Assault CP and Battery A, 3-319th Air-
borne Field Artillery Regiment..

Dear Troopers

Veterans of the 173rd Airbormne Bri-
gade from its activation on Okinawa in
1963 until its redeployment from Viet-
nam in 1971 will remember that the 3rd
Bn 319th AFAR was the direct support
artillery battalion for the Brigade and
provided field artillery support for all of
the Brigade’s 14 Vietnam campaigns.

Returned to jump status in October
1985, the 3-319th AFAR was assigned
to the 82nd Airborne Division when the
319th AFAR was activated at Fort Bragg
that same month.

Habitually providing fire support co-
ordination and field artillery support to
the 82nd Airborne Division’s 1st Brigade
(504th Parachute Infantry Regiment) the
battalion has accompanied the 1lst Bri-
gade on all its deployments to include
the “show-of-force” deployment to
Honduras in March of 1988.

It was no “show-of-force” this time
though as the battalion jumped with the
Division's Task Force Pacific onto Tocu-
men-Torrijos some 45 minutes after the
1st Ranger Battalion.

Assembling on the drop zone with the
three infantry battaliens comprising the
task force (1-504 Inf, 2-504 Inf and 4-
325 Inf) the battalion’s combat opera-
tions began when its Fire Support Teams
(the expanded teams that replaced the
old F.O. Parties to provide more effec-
tive fire support} began to move with
their infantry.

The FIST teams from B/3-315th led
the way when 2-504 Inf conducted a
combat air assault into the Panama De-
fense Force (PDF) installation at Panama
Vigjo. The 2-504 Inf quickly overwhelmed
resistance offered by the PDF Cavalry
Squadron and elite U.E.S.A.T. (counter-
terrorist unit), and secured the old for-
tress ruins. Launching operations from

Paratroopers returning home to Ft. Bragg,
N.C. in the proper manner.

there, the unit rescued a number of
hostages being held at the nearby Marri-
ott Hotel and began aggressive patrolling
and counter-sniper activities to restore
order.

The next air assault saw 1-504 Inf
with FIST teams from A/3-315th attack-
ing the PDF barracks at Cerro Tinijotas.
Taking heavy small arms fire from an Inf
Co (PDF) during the air assault, the A-
FIST had a Lieutenant wounded and
medevac’d as the 1-504 Inf maneuvered
against, suppressed and quickly defeated
the PDF.

In preparation for the final air assault,
that of 4-325 Inf (with FIST teams from
2-319th AFAR) A/3-319th had recov-
ered and derigged their howitzers and
prime movers and joined an armed con-
voy with the mission of establishing block-
ing positions to isolate the final objec-
tive, Fort Cimmaron, home base of the
airborne/mechanized Battalion 2000.

Enroute the armed convoy was at-
tacked by armed civilians and engaged in
a brief but violent fire fight in which three
Panamanians were killed and the A bat-
tery FDO wounded and medevac’d.

Battery A covered the air assault and
ground attack from a firing position short
of the fort, and then linked up and joined
4-325 Inf at Fort Cimmaron after it was
secured.

For the next several days 1-504 and
2-504 patrolled their areas of operations
aggressively eliminating snipers, combat-
ting drive-by shootings by PDF hold-outs
and recovering literally thousands of

6

weapons from arms caches and PDF
arsenals.

When 4-325 relieved elements of the
Rangers at Paitilla Airfield, A/3-315th
returmed to Tocumen-Torrijos and was
attached to 1lst Ranger Battalion and
assumed responsibility for defense of the
Torrijos portion of the airfield.

Subsequently A/3-319th supported
1st Ranger operations in the Cerro Azul
area, where there were numerous sight-
ing of PDF units and returned to Fort
Cimmaron to support further Ranger
operations to the east of the airfield.

The assault CP redeployed to CONUS
on 30 Dec, followed by Battery A on 5
Jan and the FIST teams with their sup-
ported infantry battalions in a mass TAC
on Sicily Drop Zone on 12 January.

Operation “Just Cause” marked
a number of firsts and historical co-
incidences:

— first participation of a former
173rd Airborne Brigade unit in
combat since the end of the Viet-
nam War.

— first deployment of the 3-319th
AFAR in combat since Vietnam.

— and in a remarkable historical
coincidence, the Assault CP and A/
3-319th conducted a combat para-
chute assault, just as they had done
22 years earlier with the 173rd
Airborne Brigade during Operation
Junction City.

In retrospect, the troopers of the 3-
319th AFAR are proud to uphold the
traditions and continue the history of the
173rd Airborne Brigade, now living in
the 503rd Infantry in Korea and the 3-
319th AFAR at Fort Bragg.

Editors Note: We are grateful to LTC Larry
Gottardi for his after action report.

For the following info 1 wish to thank my buddy
Russ Ward (known as short round in the 315th).

MSG CRAVIS TAYBRON Chapter 5
Vice-President, now with HQ 3d Bde,
82d Abn Div served as Safety on the
lead aircraft of the 82d Abn jumpers into
Panama. Also making the combat jump
into Panama were other former “Sky
Soldiers” CSM O.R. “Hobo” Hoggard,
CSM of the 1/504 PIR; CSM Bill
McBride, CSM of the 82d Abn Div. Also
making the combat blast was 1SG Greg
Duhon, who as a young Sgt E5, was the
first recipient of the Sigholtz Leadership
Award.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE
TROOPERS OF THE 82D AIRBORNE
DIVISION FOR A JOB WELL DONE -
AIRBORNE!



SEC ARMY APPROVES MUC
FOR AUSSIES AND KIWIS

On 21 December 1989, US Army
Chief of Staff General Carl Vuomo
recommended and Secretary of the Army
Michael P.W. Stone approved the
awarding of the United States Meritorious
Unit Commendation to the First Battalion
Royal Australian Regiment Group. The
Australian Embassy has indicated their
government would probably accept the
award. Australian Ambassador Michael
Cook told me he knows of no reason for
them not to accept it. Coordination for
presentation of the award by the
Secretary of the Army or the Chief of
Staff at an appropriate occasion is being
handled by HQ DA.

General Westmoreland went to bat
for us on this in September 1989 by
contacting General Vuomo. At the staff
level, convincing persuasion turned
around the residual negative bias lingering
after several former attempts failed to
obtain approval of this award. The
clincher was that this is an opportunity
to give tangible recognition to faithful
and loyal allies that is overdue because
previous attempts had been thwarted by
bureaucrats. Besides, if disapproved
again, the 173d veterans were determined
to continue resurfacing the issue and
raising the ante each time for as long as
it takes to receive approval.

The 173d Society will thank General
Vuomo, General Westmoreland,
Secretary Stone, and in particular, LTC
Terry Adkins, the action officer who
guided the action.

We anticipate appropriate 173d
Society representation at the award
presentation.

— dJack Nicholson
Society President
Emeritus

Editor's Note: We would like to also thank
“our own” folks who worked on this project for
many years:

Gen “Butch”™ Williamson (Ret)

BG John Nicholson (Ret)

BG Timmons

“Up Over” From “Down Under”

Australia’s Herd Chapter Comes To California

We came bearing gifts, not knowing
what to expect or how we would be
received, knowing we would be “Legs’
among the finest Airborne Soldiers of
the U.S. Army. We were confident that
we are the only “Legs” in the world who
could claim kinship to such an elite unit
but there was the space of 24 yvears and
the void that such a long time can
produce.

Then, we arrived. What did we find?
We found what was there all the time.
We found our Brothers, the family of
“The Herd". We also found that we can't
drink as much now as we could when we
were younger, but we had a great time in
learning this fact.

Australian Flag, complete with a
Slouch Hat resting on it as a mark of
respect.

You see, | was one of the Australians
in Delta Company, 1 RAR who saw those
49 young men on LZ Princess. | assisted
in placing them in those terrible body
bags. The young men | wanted so much
to honor, were killed in action on 8
November 65 during the epic battle of
1/503 at The Hump.

After Washington, on our way back to
Wisconsin, we detoured to another place
that [ have long wished to see. | walked
across the battlefield of Gettysburg and
stood at The Angle on Cemetery Ridge.
| walked out a small distance from The
Angle, and, turning back, saw the position
as it must have seemed to them on that
long ago July day. You could almost
hear the sounds of battle, and [ felt my
skin tingle standing there. As 1 had at
The Wall, 1 found myself thinking, “What
a total waste is war in any form.”

1 stood where President Lincoln
delivered his Gettysburg Address and was
moved. In my own way, 1 said G'Day to

those who are still there. | left Gettysburg
emotionally moved.

Off we went to Tampa, Florida and
the unequaled hospitality of our National
Vice President, Ed Profitt, and his lovely
lady, Gerri. Let there be absolutely no
doubt, The American Legion Post with
the most hospitality is alive and well and
living in Tampa and has a glossy
photograph of Ed Profitt on its wall.
(Thank you Tampa for a wonderful time,
and you, “Mom,” for the Apple Pie.)

Out of Washington once more, direct
to Los Angeles. Over night stay, then
away to Las Vegas and a quick, rather
bumpy flight across the Grand Canyon.
What a magnificent sight that is. Back to
The Golden Nugget overnight. Imagine
the excitement, if you will, when Krys
won in total, $2,300 on the slot
machines. Very interesting place, that.
I'll have to take her back there again one
day.

Back to Los Angeles, spending the
last couple of days looking around
Universal Studios and Disneyland. The
world being as small as it is, we were
wandering through Disneyland when my
name was called. Ilook to see Ken Gaudet
and his lady. Imagine the odds on that.

The time arrived for us to get back on
our QANTAS plane and fly upside down
(you have to do that to land down here).

A most amazing trip, made all the
more memorable and enjoyable by the
host of wonderful people we met who
made sure our stay was such. | think to
say thank you to each one would be to
long and [ would surely miss out someone,
so 1 will simply say, Thank you America
and God Bless.

“All the Way" — Carey McQuillan
President, Chapter Xl




NOTES FROM THE FIELD

To the Secretar

| finally joined the Society this year
and was heartened to see the names of
former comrades from time to time. I am
currently an investment broker with A.G.
Edwards in Denver, Colorado and also
the S-4 1/157 FA BDE. Yes, after 21
years | ended up in a leg unit in the
National Guard. But every time we drill,
at least one soldier comes up and ad-
mires my 173rd Patch. | am proud to
have served in E CO (RECON) 1/503
and B CO 1/503 during 1969 and 1970.
If any of my old comrades want to con-
tact me, my address is.

Ralph D. Barocas

2446 So. Lansing Way

Aurora, CO 80014

W- 303-850-7900 (1-800-999-7900)

H-303-751-2007

Dear Sir:
| noticed the announcement con-
cerning the 173rd Airborne Brigade while
reading the Retirement Services Bulletin.
I served in the 173rd Airborne Brigade,
second Battalion from Feb. 1967 to Feb.
1968 and request further information
regarding the anniversary activity.
Jerald F. Knight

r" d”

Please put me on your mailing list. [
am an original member of the 173d. I
served with B-2/503 and B-1/503 62-
64.

[ am now a fire fighter for the city of
Detroit, Michigan.

James J. McLean

Dear Sir:

Just got your address. How do I sign
up? Is anything planned to commemo-
rate the 25th anniversary of the brigade’s
arrival in Vietnam?

I served a total of 36 months in the
brigade. My last job was at the Adjutant
General, from January 1971-January
1972.

MAJ (Ret) E.B. Roberson

Dear “Herd":

Veterans information center is a clear-

ing house for information of three types:

1) We maintain a national list of
veterans from all eras and serve
as a locating service for buddies.
If we get a request for someone
we haven't found vet we will
continue looking and notify the
requester when his buddy is found.

2) Our database of parades, reunions
and other gatherings of interest
continues to grow and soon we
hope to have the most complete
list available.

3) One of our most important data-
bases is the listing of social and
support groups. We hope to be
able in the near future to give any
veteran at any location the names
of several groups near him.

Send us information on yourself:

complete name and address, branch of
service, dates, units, places served, nick-
names used, service number and home
town while in service. If you are looking
for a buddy please give us as much of
this information as possible.

“Airborne” Is A Family Tradition

Cadet Richard F. Timmons, Jr., son of
Colonel (Promotable) Richard F. Tim-
mons, graduated from Basic Airborne
School on August 25th, 1989 at Fort
Benning, GA. Cadet Timmons is a Dis-
tinguished Military Student at North
Georgia College and will be commissioned
a 2d LT in the summer of 1990. Colonel
(P) Timmons made 5 jumps with his son
and was the guest speaker at the gradu-
ation ceremony where he pinned silver
wings on the new trooper, following
remarks.

Colonel Timmons commanded HHC,

A, and E companies 4-503d Abn Inf
during the 1969-1970 time periods. At

the time of the ceremony he was the
Executive Officer to the Secretary of the
Army John O. Marsh, Jr.

In a Pentagon ceremony, on the 21st
of November 1989, Colonel Timmons
was promoted to Brigadier General by
the current Secretary of the Army Michael
M.P.W. Stone and reassigned to his
current position as the Assistant Division
Commander-Support, 82d Airborne
Division, Fort Bragg. North Carclina.

Cadet Timmons is the third family
member to become a paratrooper since
World War Il. An uncle served in the
11th Airborne Division in the 1940’s.
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Sky Soldiers

Here is a picture of my new license
plates. There aren’t 2 whole lot of pecple
in Bloomington, lllinois who understand
what "HERD 173" means, but those who
do usually honk or give the raised fist. |
was with C Company, 2/503 from 2/
70-1/71. 1 am affiliated with the Elite
Forces Chapter out of Chicago.

1 was in D.C. in early November for
the Marine Corps Marathon, and had
the opportunity to meet and shake hands
with the Commandant of the Corps,
General Gray. | had my Herd cap on,
and he told me he had always wanted to
be a buck sergeant in the 173D, but had
to settle for Commandant of the Marines
instead. AIRBORNE!!!

Airborne always,
Ray Reed, Bloomington, IL

Dear Gene:

Found more of our people, right here
near me by wearing my 173d crest on
my coat, this guy came up to me and
said, “I sure love that Sky Soldiers crest.”
Any one knowing him drop a line, and
mail a hook up.

Ralph Rivas, wife Pearl

522 E. 245th Street

Carson, CA 90745

Phone (213) 549-4677

1st/503d Co. B. 29th Mar., 66-67

Gold Star Mom and Dad

Alfred and Jannette Robillard

3055 Gold Star Drive #238

Long Beach, CA 90810

Phone (213) 427-90810

Son — Wilfred R. Robillard, KIA Oct.
10. 1965.

Anyone knowing Wilfred may drop
his mom and dad a line anytime, thank
you. Larry “Okie” Okendo

Since 1983, Battlefield Tours USA
has been returning U.S. WWII veterans
to their former battlefields in Europe.

We want vour organization to know
us and to show our enthusiasm and
experience in helping keep the history of
WWII battlefields alive — your history.

If you or anyone in your organization
is interested in this opportunity to see
first hand our way of making a battlefield
tour something more than just a sight-
seeing tour, please give us a call, toll
free, at 800-635-5018.

Eddie Polk



Sky Soldier . . .
Now

Vietnam Veteran and entertainer Britt
Small has performed at World Fair’s,
state fairs, national and state conventions,
corporate parties, VA hospitals, school
programs for kindergariners through
college seniors, class reunions, veterans

reunions, Las Vegas Casinos, and
maximum security prisons. This diversity
reflects of Britt’s ability to direct his vocal
styling and his 11-piece band toward any
occasion.

After serving 18 months as a military
policeman with the 118th MP Co (Abn),
at Ft. Bragg, NC, Britt joined the 173rd
Airborne Brigade (Separate) in South
Vietnam, He served as a military police
investigator with the 173rd MP Platoon
at LZ English from April to December
1970. He received the Purple Heart and
the Army Commendation Medal while
serving with the 173rd.

Britt graduated from Northwest
Missouri State University, in 1972, with
a Bachelor of Science in Education in
music. The next year he became a full-
time professional entertainer. Since
1973, Britt Small & Festival have released
8 albums and 3 single records. Veterans'
favorites include “Tattered Flags/Broken
Promises” and “America Called!” Britt is
currently working on the release of his
third veterans-related album.

Britt is a Life member of the American
Legion, VFW, DAV, Purple Heart
Society, and the Midwest Chapter of the
Society of the 173rd Airborne Brigade.

He is the Vice-Chairman of the National
Vietnam Veterans Coalition, and is on
the Board of Advisors for BRAVO. He
has received two awards of the Vietnam
Veterans National Medal.

Britt's wife and manager, Jonnie K.,
supports his efforts in both the music
industry and veterans issues.

In 1982, Britt paid his first visit to
The Wall. Knowing he could be arrested
for demonstrating, Britt led his band
through the thick crowd, to the apex of
The Wall to sing their a cappella version
of “America The Beautiful” and “Amazing
Grace”. Sedating the massive crowd of
family members, and calming the angry
veterans, Britt tured unsettling emotions
toward a positive healing direction. For
this action Britt became known to many
as the “musical voice of the American
Veteran”. Britt was shown on the national
news while singing and holding a 173rd
Gold Star Mother, Mrs. Beda Shafer, in
his arms.

Britt has performed free concerts at
national and state welcome home events,
including National Salute Il in 1984, the
New York Vietnam Veterans Ticker Tape
Parade in 1985, the Chicago Welcome
Home Parade in 1986, the Great Texas
Welcome Home in 1987, and the
Canadian Welcome Home in 1989. Britt
has also performed at many unit reunions
including the 1985, 1986 & 1988 173rd
reunions. He has taken his group back to
Washington, DC every year since 1982,
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to perform free Memorial Day and
Veteran's Day concerts in front of the
Lincoln Memorial.

Britt has developed a unique
perspective of the American veteran.
Whether he is learning how to deal with
and help solve problems within this
community. His goal is to bring the older
and younger veterans together to give
the WWI veterans comfort knowing that
in the “final moment” there will be
someone there to “fold his flag”. Britt is
working on a five point agenda: 1) POW/
MIA issue; 2) Agent Orange; 3) Homeless
Veterans; 4) Hospitalized Veterans; and
5) Incarcerated Veterans.

Britt commented on his service in
Vietnam: “I had no idea of the history of
the 173rd until I attended the 1985
reunion. It made me more proud of my
unit and my service in Vietnam. My
thoughts about my job in Vietnam are
thoughts that cannot be printed in the
Herd News. I'd like to see the activities of
the 173rd made more affordable to
encourage increased participation by
NCO’s and EM of the 173rd. I'd also like
to see the Field grade and General grade
officers of the 173rd take more
responsibility for those 173rd veterans
who are confined to the VA hospitals or
incarcerated in prisons. [ look forward to
the day when the 173rd once again
becomes the elite organization that it
once was, instead of the “elitist’
organization that it is now.”




































